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global economic uncertainty would be pre-
cisely the wrong time to reject such proven 
methods for creating prosperity and hope. 

Despite the ups and downs that our mar-
kets have experienced in recent months, the 
American people have reason for optimism 
in our Nation’s economic future. Throughout 
our history, we have seen that when Ameri-
cans are given the freedom to apply their tal-
ents and imagination, prosperity and success 
follow closely behind. For over two centuries, 
that principle has allowed our economy to 
overcome every obstacle it has faced. And 
we can all be confident that it will do so 
again. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. on 
October 24 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on October 25. 
The transcript was made available by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on October 24 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. In his ad-
dress, the President referred to Chairman Mario 
Draghi of the Financial Stability Forum; and Sec-
retary-General Ban Ki-moon of the United Na-
tions. The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of this ad-
dress. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
President Fernando Armindo Lugo 
Mendez of Paraguay 
October 27, 2008 

President Bush. Bienvenidos, Senor 
Presidente, a la Casa Blanca. I am honored 
you are here to visit me in the White House. 
We have had a meaningful conversation, a 
conversation that you would expect among 
people who have a deep desire to serve their 
respective people. 

Mr. President, I’ve been impressed by un 
corazon grande. You care deeply about the 
people of your country, and I have felt that 
compassion. 

I told the President that the United States 
wants to help. We want to help with edu-
cation and health care. We care deeply about 
people being able to work. Our—we believe 
in the social justice agenda. I believe that 
it’s important that the United States be in 
a position to help influence the lives of citi-

zens that simply want a more hopeful day. 
And, Mr. President, it gives me great comfort 
to know that you’re the person with whom 
we can work. 

I’m impressed by the fact that you want 
to take a strong stand against corruption. 
There’s nothing more discouraging than to 
have the government of a people steal their 
money. 

And so we stand with you. It’s—you got 
a hard job. I understand that. But you bring 
the right spirit to the job. And so I want to 
welcome you to the White House, and thank 
you for your conversation. 

President Lugo. First of all, thank you 
very much for the invitation. It is a commit-
ment and a joy to be able to reinforce our 
historic relationship with the United States. 

Many people have asked, ‘‘Why now?’’ 
And I think that it’s particularly important 
to visit President Bush in his last days in the 
White House because we think it’s very im-
portant to impress upon the world the impor-
tance of democratic institutions. 

President Bush. Thank you. 
President Lugo. And also because we be-

lieve that we, as individual people, pass. We 
have written that our personal history is not 
as important as the history of our respective 
peoples. 

In Paraguay, I have entered politics in 
order to change the history of our country. 
We have not come into politics in order to 
get into the smokeless industry that is to steal 
from the people of the country. We came 
in as Christians, because our Christian duty 
is to serve the poorest and the neediest of 
our people. And today, as President of Para-
guay, we’re taking on all of the challenges 
with the greatest serenity possible so that we 
can help our people. 

We are profoundly hurt in our souls by 
poverty, by the exodus of our young people, 
by the lack of education, by people who don’t 
have roofs over their heads. We are pro-
foundly moved by those people. But that pain 
is also impregnated with courage and deci-
siveness. And we have said since the very be-
ginning that if there was anything that was 
to distinguish our Government, it would be 
international solidarity. 

I’ll never forget that when I talked to one 
of our agricultural people, one of the people 
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out in the country, a farmer who said, ‘‘What 
we need is bread. We don’t care if it comes 
from the left hand or from the right hand. 
We just need somebody to give us food.’’ And 
that’s why we’re here, because the Para-
guayans have asked us to be here as President 
to try to recover Paraguay’s dignity as a na-
tion. 

And I told President Bush that we have 
a lot of dreams, collective dreams, but also 
my personal dream. And our dream is that 
Paraguay be known not for its corruption, but 
for its transparency and for its dignity as a 
people and as a country. And we believe, 
we’re convinced, that we will be able to 
achieve that. 

Thank you. 
President Bush. Si. Gracias, senor. Thank 

you, sir. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:55 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. President Lugo 
spoke in Spanish, and his remarks were translated 
by an interpreter. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language transcript 
of these remarks. 

Remarks Honoring President 
Theodore Roosevelt’s 150th Birthday 
October 27, 2008 

Thank you all. Please be seated. Okay, 
don’t be seated. Thank you all very much. 
Job, thank you for the fantastic performance. 
John Milton Cooper, we appreciate you read-
ing. I had an interesting piece of history 
dropped on me tonight by Mrs. Cooper. 
They met on Capitol Hill when she was an 
intern for Senator Prescott S. Bush, father 
of President 41, grandfather of President 43. 
And we welcome you both here. Thank you 
for coming. 

And of course, it’s good to see President 
Roosevelt. [Laughter] Oftentimes people ask 
me, ‘‘Do you ever see any of the ghosts of 
your predecessors here in the White 
House?’’ I said, ‘‘No, I quit drinking.’’ 
[Laughter] But we just saw one. 

Members of the Cabinet, thank you for 
coming. Former Governor of North Dakota, 
now the Secretary of Agriculture, is with us. 
That last song must have made you feel pret-
ty good, Governor. 

I’m proud to be here with Congressman 
Pete King. Thanks for coming, Congressman. 
I appreciate you and your wife coming. The 
Roosevelt family—members of the Roosevelt 
family are here tonight. We welcome you 
back to the White House; distinguished 
guests: Laura and I are thrilled that you came 
to celebrate the 150th birthday of one of the 
greatest statesmen in our Nation’s history, 
Theodore Roosevelt. I call him Theodore. 
[Laughter] Occasionally call him T.R. 
[Laughter] 

We remember many of our Presidents as 
leaders made for a unique moment in our 
history. President Roosevelt, as John said, 
was a man for all seasons. He was a soldier 
who won the Medal of Honor, a peacemaker 
who won the Nobel Prize. He was one of 
the world’s most daring big game hunters 
and a leading advocate for conservation of 
our country’s natural resources. He was an 
intellectual who sometimes read several 
books a day, as John mentioned. And he 
wrestled here at the White House. 

He was a man who felt at home on a 
sprawling ranch in the West. He believed in 
the importance of a strenuous life of exercise. 
I can relate to that. President Roosevelt also 
was an advocate for simplifying spelling in 
America. During his Presidency, one mem-
ber of Congress said that President Roo-
sevelt’s efforts would create confusion and 
discord in the English language. I can relate 
to that. [Laughter] 

Nearly 100 years after his Presidency, 
Theodore Roosevelt’s legacy still endures 
here at the White House. Laura gave you 
an account of the legacy that still endures. 
He endures in the West Wing as well. Right 
across the door of the Oval Office is what 
was his former office, known as the Roosevelt 
Room. Above the fireplace hangs a portrait 
of the 26th President on horseback during 
the Spanish-American War. That portrait is 
a reminder. When I look at it I think about 
the character and courage that is necessary 
for any President. For the past 8 years, his 
legacy has been an inspiration to me. It will 
be an inspiration to the person who replaces 
me, and it will be an inspiration for all Presi-
dents to come. 
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